THE FUNCTION OF CULTURE            3

one another. The word let, for example,
means, among other things, to permit a person
to do something. But the word when used
by Hamlet in his struggle against those who
held him back from following his father's
ghost (" By heaven, I'll make a ghost of
him that lets me/3) appears to be nonsense
until we understand that there are really two
forms of let in English, one derived from the
Anglo-Saxon laetan, to permit; the other from
the Anglo-Saxon lettan, to hinder. There are
other words that carry alternative meanings
which, while apparently opposed or unrelated,
are really different stratifications of the same
meaning. The word prevent means to make
it impossible for a person to do a particular
action; but there is a Christian prayer to God
for His guidance in all the activities of life
which begins, " Prevent us, 0 Lord, in all our
doings"* The two meanings, apparently con-
tradictory, go back to the Latin prae> before,
and venire^ to come; and, learning this, we
see that both hindrance and guidance imply
something in front. At the lowest level pre-
vention puts a stop to action;- on a higher
level it modifies action; t&e Divine guidance